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Source: “Paying Later: The High Costs Of Failing To Invest In Young Children”. 
The Pew Center on The States, January 2011 





This map shows that 
most counties across 

New Mexico have 
communities facing 
the challenges of 

poverty. 

Source: U.S. Census, Amer ican Community Survey 2010, Five Year Estimates. 
Rates are reported by census tracts overlaid with county boundar ies. National 
Average = 15.7%; State Average=22%. Children defined as under 18 years of 
age. 

Percentage of Families with Children   
with Income Less than 100% of the  
Federal Poverty Level 

Less than 5% 

5.1 - 15.7% (Below nat'l avg.) 

15.8 - 22.0% (Above nat'l avg.) 

Greater than 22% (Above nat'l and state avgs.) 



Source: U.S. Census, Amer ican Community Survey 
2010, Five Year Estimates. National Average = 15.7%; 
State Average=22%. Children defined as under 18 
years of age. 



Source: U.S. Census, Amer ican Community Survey 
2010, Five Year Estimates. National Average = 15.7%; 
State Average=22%. Children defined as under 18 
years of age. 



New Mexico has about 144,981 
children under the age of five.   This 
is about 7% of the state’s total 
population of 2,059,179.  
 
About 25.8% of these children live 
in poverty. The county percentages 
range from 44.7% in Luna County to 
2.4% in Los Alamos County. All but 
five of New Mexico 33 counties have 
poverty rates higher than the 
national average. 

Sources: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2010, Five Year 
Estimates. National Average = 15.7%; State Average=22%. Children 
defined as under 18 years of age. 



Head Start, Pre-Kindergarten and Child Care Sites in New Mexico 

Source: U.S. Census, American 
Community Survey 2010, Five Year 
Estimates. National Average = 
15.7%; State Average=22%. Children 
defined as under 18 years of age. 



Chi l dren Are…

Chi ldren And Thei r  Fam i l i es Face…

Chi ldhood Program  Are…



Head Start, Pre-Kindergarten and Child Care Sites in Albuquerque 

Greater than 22% (Above nat'l and state avgs.) 15.8 - 22.0% (Above nat'l avg.) 5.1 - 15.7% (Below nat'l avg.) Less than 5% 

Percentages of Families with Income Less than 100% of the Federal Poverty Level  

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2010, Five Year Estimates. National Average = 
15.7%; State Average=22%. Children defined as under 18 years of age. 



Head Start, Pre-Kindergarten and Child Care Sites in Santa Fe 

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2010, Five Year Estimates. National Average = 
15.7%; State Average=22%. Children defined as under 18 years of age. 



Head Start, Pre-Kindergarten and Child Care Sites in Rio Rancho 

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2010, Five Year Estimates. National Average = 
15.7%; State Average=22%. Children defined as under 18 years of age. 



Head Start, Pre-Kindergarten and Child Care Sites in Las Cruces 

Greater than 22% (Above nat'l and state avgs.) 15.8 - 22.0% (Above nat'l avg.) 5.1 - 15.7% (Below nat'l avg.) Less than 5% 

Percentages of Families with Income Less than 100% of the Federal Poverty Level  

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2010, Five Year Estimates. National Average = 
15.7%; State Average=22%. Children defined as under 18 years of age. 



Head Start, Pre-Kindergarten and Child Care Sites in Hobbs 

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2010, Five Year Estimates. National Average = 
15.7%; State Average=22%. Children defined as under 18 years of age. 



Head Start, Pre-Kindergarten and Child Care Sites in Farmington 

Greater than 22% (Above nat'l and state avgs.) 15.8 - 22.0% (Above nat'l avg.) 5.1 - 15.7% (Below nat'l avg.) Less than 5% 

Percentages of Families with Income Less than 100% of the Federal Poverty Level  

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2010, Five Year Estimates. National Average = 
15.7%; State Average=22%. Children defined as under 18 years of age. 



Head Start, Pre-Kindergarten and Child Care Sites in Taos 

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2010, Five Year Estimates. National Average = 
15.7%; State Average=22%. Children defined as under 18 years of age. 



New Mexico has made 
important progress in 
building data systems 

but we have more to do.  
The P-20 Data 

Warehouse is underway 
and we are working to 

establish an Early 
Childhood Data System 

as well. 
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