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Are New Mexico’s financial investments in early childhood health, development, care and 
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Where Are New Mexico’s 











Where Are New Mexico’s 



         

Teen Births, 2003-07
Rate per 1000 women 15-19 yrs    

   Source: NM DOH, Vital Records, NM IBIS   

    Number of Teens Giving Birth (4560/yr)     

Less than 41.5 per 1000

41.6 - 50.0

50.1 - 58.0

58.1 - 73.8

73.9 or greater

- NM Department of Health, Public Health Division, ABC HEAT 

   



          

Prenatal Care Start in the
Third Trimester, 2007

Percent of Women Giving Birth
Number of Women Starting 
Care in 3rd Trimester (1379)  

   Source: NMDOH, Vital Records, NM IBIS   

Less than 2.2%

2.3% - 3%

3.1% - 5.4%

5.5% - 6.6%

6.7% or greater

- NM Department of Health, Public Health Division, ABC HEAT 

   



- NM Department of Health, Public Health Division, ABC HEAT 

          

Low & Very Low 
  Birth Weight Births, 2003-07   

Percent of all Births
Average Annual Low & Very 

Low Birth Weight Births (2490/yr)
Source: NMDOH, Vital Records, NM IBIS

Less than 7% of births

7.1% - 8%

8.1% - 9%

9.1% - 11%

11.1% or greater

   



            

- NM Department of Health, Public Health Division, ABC HEAT 

Families Under 100% of
   Federal Poverty Level, 2008   

Source: US Census, ACS, 2008

Less than 12.5%

12.6% - 15%

15.1% - 17.5%

17.6% - 20%

20.1% or greater

   



Where Are New Mexico’s 



   

In which NM Counties are children and their families most at risk based on a 
Combined Risk Factor Index? 

McKinley and Luna 
Counties rank 1st and 
2nd for risk. 

Bernalillo County 
ranks 26th, but . . . 

Teen Birth Rate, % Late Pre-Natal Care, 
% Low Birth Weight, % Families in Poverty

Combined Risk Factor Index

Highest Risk (1st - 6th)

Above Average Risk (7th - 12th)

Average Risk (13th - 19th)

Below Average Risk (20th - 26th)

Lowest Risk (27th - 33rd)

County Rank27



 

  
  

An index combining 4 key factors was used to identify 6 contiguous South Valley and South Central Albuquerque census tracts with the highest need.  This slide shows all Albuquerque 
census tracts evaluated for those 4 risk factors.  The numbers on the map represent the relative level of risk. The northern and southern white areas are tribal or federal lands 
suppressed due to DOH policy or small numbers; the western white area represents new developments on the West side of Albuquerque with no reliable underlying population counts.  

In which Bernalillo County neighborhoods are they most at risk? 

Mapping 
neighborhoods 
reveals that a large 
area of the South 
Valley has risk levels 
as high as McKinley 
County. 

Combined Risk Factor Index
% Teen BirthS, % Late Pre-Natal Care, 
% Low Birth Weight, % Low Income HHs

Lowest Risk

Lower Risk

Average Risk

Higher Risk

Highest Risk





   

Are there high quality Child Care programs in the areas most at risk? 



Are there high quality Child Care programs in the areas most at risk in Albuquerque? 

The Albuquerque 
neighborhood of highest 
risk (with a population 
of 35,000) is served by 
1 high quality child care 
program, 1 City of 
Albuquerque pre-
school, and 4 Head 
Start programs.   

  
  

- NM Department of Health, Public Health Division, ABC HEAT 

The northern and southern white areas are tribal or federal lands suppressed due to DOH policy or small numbers; the western white area represents new 
developments on the West side of Albuquerque with no reliable underlying population counts.  



Inset 

Are there high quality Child Care programs in the areas at risk in Las Cruces? 

The Las Cruces areas 
with the highest teen 
birth rates are notably 
lacking high quality 
child care programs.  

   
  

- NM Department of Health, Public Health Division, ABC HEAT 







   

Are there Head Start programs in the areas most at risk in NM counties? 



Are there Head Start programs in the areas most at risk in Albuquerque? 

 

  
  

- NM Department of Health, Public Health Division, ABC HEAT 

The Albuquerque 
neighborhood of highest 
risk (with a population 
of 35,000) is served by 
1 high quality child care 
program, 1 City of 
Albuquerque pre-
school, and 4 Head 
Start programs.  

The northern and southern white areas are tribal or federal lands suppressed due to DOH policy or small numbers; the western white area represents new 
developments on the West side of Albuquerque with no reliable underlying population counts.  



Inset 

Are there Head Start programs in the areas most at risk in Las Cruces? 

   
  

- NM Department of Health, Public Health Division, ABC HEAT 

Several Las Cruces 
areas with high teen 
birth rates are lacking 
Head Start programs.  





One of New Mexico’s education goals is ensuring that children can read 

Mexico’s Standards

New Mexico’s children who attend the state

The New Mexico PreK Evaluation: Impacts From the Fourth Year (2008-2009) of New Mexico's 
State-Funded PreK Program



3rd Grade Reading Proficiency
Percent of children at beginning steps

and nearing proficiency

Source: CYFD, NM PED

14.8% - 30%  not proficient

30.1% - 36.1%

36.2% - 44.2%

44.3% - 47%

47.1% - 59.7%

Where are the children who are having the most trouble reading? 

Statewide, 42.5% of 
25,674 3rd graders 
scored below 
proficiency on New 

-
Based Assessments 
in 2009-2010 

   

Note: The numbers were suppressed in the two counties in white 
(Catron & Harding) due to small numbers of children assessed.  



Capacity of Pre-Kindergarten
Percent of 4 Year Old Children
Enrolled in Pre-Kindergarten

Source: CYFD. NM PED

0% of all 4-year-olds

0.1% - 10%

10.1 - 20%

20.1% - 30%

30.1% - 50%

Where are the most 4-year-olds enrolled in NM Pre-Kindergarten? 

Only 9 counties have 
more than 1 in 5 four-
year-olds enrolled in 
PreK; 

11 counties have no 
children enrolled in 
Pre-K.  

   

Note: The eleven counties in white are listed as having 0% capacity because 
there are no state-funded Pre-Kindergarten programs in these counties.  



How do we increase 
Pre-K enrollment in 
counties where high 
percentages of 
children are not 
proficient in reading? 

Are we funding Pre-K where children are at greatest academic risk? 

   

Note: The numbers of Pre-K children in the two white counties (Catron & 
Harding) were suppressed due to small numbers of children assessed.  



Childhood “System Of 
Systems”?  



Head Start, Pre-Kindergarten and Child Care sites in New Mexico. 

   



Head Start, Pre-Kindergarten and Child Care sites in New Mexico. 

    





With Your Support, We Can Strengthen New Mexico’s 



Now is the time to strengthen New Mexico’s statewide longitudinal data 




