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Sources:  America’s High School Graduates: 2009 Study of High School Transcripts. NCES.  Wruck, Warren, Arbeit, (2008). 
The Blurry Line Between Secondary and Post-Secondary Schooling in the United States: Contours and Consequences. Paper 
prepared for presentation at the American Sociological Association, Boston MA.
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Sources:  National Conference of State Legislatures; National Governors Association; 
National High School Center 
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“That last year [of high school] is much more than giving the students a 
high school diploma. Our intent is to provide a smooth transition either 
educationally or into the work force, and the work force has an 
educational piece, too. We have kids going to a 4-year college, to the 
local community college, the military, kids who are transient and living on 
the streets, kids coming from Mexico to continue their education and 
return to Mexico to play a leadership role, or stay here and play a strong 
citizenship role. Our kids face all kinds of realities and futures.”

- Superintendent, NM School District 

“ It ’s a great opportunity for kids to really become leaders…It ’s an 
opportunity for them to broaden everything they’ve learned – and they 
may have fulfilled the state requirements, and so forth, but I would like to 
see – it ’s an opportunity for 12th graders to develop and take all they’ve 
learned, and apply those. [They say] ‘I’ve done all the tough stuff, all the 
academic course work, and now I can apply all I’ve learned.’ I see the 
senior year that way.”

- Superintendent, NM School District 
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Note: The terms “unit” and “credit” are used interchangeably in this report
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• “We have a lot of kids, a lot of seniors work, not because they 
want to, but because they have to. Sometimes that pay check 
is more important than a high school diploma. [We have] A lot 
who are working full-time. We also have kids working on their 
own, without a parent. Sometimes they have the younger 
siblings living with them to get them out of the family 
situation, rather than staying in an abusive family situation. 
So they want to finish school, but it ’s not feasible, because 
their priority isn’t, it has to come down to am I going to feed 
my little brother and sister.”



“We have a huge sports emphasis, a lot of community pride. 
I’m going to tell you, our athletics  programs, I believe, help 
kids stay in school. That might be the only reason we have 
some kids coming to school…There are kids who I know come 
to school solely to play a sport they love. And to play, they 
need to meet the GPA requirements.
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• I think that when we don’t have all the career tracks and the focus on 
vocational setting, we are remiss. Not every student, in fact the students 
who go to college are the minority, and yet we are focusing on 
requirements for college. So we are remiss in not focusing on vocational 
aspects. - Superintendent, NM School District 

• “those projects that would allow students to 
grow in their own ability to interact, to advocate, and collaborate with 
others, not just themselves…We expose kids to ways they could look at 
their world around them, and others in it, without focusing just on 
themselves. Assistant Superintendent, NM School District

• We need to do more regarding career education, entrepreneurship, viable 
and sustainable ways students can open businesses. I know our students 
want to stay in the area. We need to connect them with industry. ..career 
awareness and education is huge for us. I would also like it to not just be 
local because we do need people in our hospitals, schools, etc., and we also 
need to provide opportunities to our students for careers in the region and 
across the nation. - Superintendent, NM School District 
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• “They should…hold us to standards of completion, performance, or outcomes, rather than being 
prescriptive about how to get it done.”
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• “One issue is we were paying for textbooks. The district already 
can’t pay for textbooks. So beginning in summer, the district will 
pay for one set of textbooks, for one dual credit class.” 

– NM High School Assistant Principal

• “With previous cuts, we lost 3 secretaries, 2 custodians, an 
assistant principal, 4-5 teachers – and that doesn’t include 
support services, social workers, nurses.” 

– NM High School Principal

• “I need more math teachers, and I just got cut 5%, so either they 
cut days, which is I think where we’re at because there’s only so 
much room in a classroom. We can’t increase class sizes any 
more.” – NM High School Principal
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• “We have an antiquated system where everything is based on one test. And little 
application is done, it ’s all written. So we need to start here: why can’t we give 
credit to students who can frame a house but not pass geometry, when framing a 
house is all about geometry? Why can the math teacher say ‘They can’t do math’ 
when the CTE teacher is saying ‘They’re amazing in framing a house.’ Assessments 
are a good tool, but in our system it ’s one test and that’s it. That’s not how the real 
world works. This is not how the real world works. We are not put in a room and 
told, ‘Figure out this problem, and if I don’t like this answer, you’re fired.’ But the 
kids sit in front of a computer by themselves, and they have no opportunity to 
discuss it.”                                           - NM High School Assistant Principal
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Source:  Adapted From Gordon Freedman, personal communication, 2010






