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Current Results 
 



Every year, more than 1 million 
US students – that’s 7,000 every 

school day – do not graduate 
from high school on time. 

 

Source: Alliance for Excellent Education, www.all4ed.org 



Too many students face daunting 
challenges both in and out of school 
and all along the pathway from early 

childhood to high school, college and 
beyond. If we are going to make a 

difference in student success, then 
UNM must think wisely about how to 

address all of these challenges. 
 



Truancy and Mobility 



Selected Research on Truancy 

• Prior research indicates that high truancy rates are associated with 
high poverty.  

• Student Factors 
– Truancy is associated with a decrease in pupil motivation, falling behind 

academically, losing interest, and avoiding class. 
• School Factors 

– Truancy is higher in schools where there is inconsistent enforcement of 
truancy policies, poor interaction between parents and school personnel, 
unsupportive teachers, uncertified teachers, and low sensitivity to diversity 
issues. 

• Family and Parental Factors 
– Parental involvement is strongly correlated with socioeconomic status 

(SES). Higher income parents tend to be more involved in their children’s 
education in numerous ways. 

• Neighborhood and Community Factors 
– Lower SES neighborhoods tend to experience higher truancy rates due to 

inadequate youth support systems. 
– Higher SES neighborhoods tend to invest more in community and youth 

development because there is less residential mobility and a higher degree 
of home ownership. 



Source: Albuquerque Public Schools, RDA Department, 2010-2011 School Year. A student is identified 
as a Habitual Truant when the student has accumulated 10 or more days of unexcused absences. 



Source: Albuquerque Public Schools, RDA Department, 2010-2011 School Year. A student is identified 
as a Habitual Truant when the student has accumulated 10 or more days of unexcused absences. 



Source: Albuquerque Public Schools, RDA Department, 2010-2011 School Year. A student is identified 
as a Habitual Truant when the student has accumulated 10 or more days of unexcused absences. 





Source: APS and state high school data taken from New Mexico Youth Risk and Resiliency Survey, 2009. Students 
were asked the following three questions: “During your life, how many times have you used any form of cocaine, 
including powder, crack, or freebase?” “During your life, how many times have you used heroin (also called smack, 
junk, or China White)?” “During your life, how many times have you used methamphetamines (also called speed, 
crystal, crank, or ice)?” The percentages reported here reflect respondents who reported using the given drug one or 
more times. National data taken from High School Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2009, Centers for Disease Control & 
Prevention.  



Source: New Mexico Youth Risk and Resiliency Survey, 2009. Students were asked, “During the past 12 months, how 
many times did you actually attempt suicide?” The percentage reported here reflects respondents who answered one or 
more times. 



Source: New Mexico Youth Risk and Resiliency Survey, 2009. Students were asked, “During your life, with how many 
people have you had sexual intercourse?” The percentage reported here reflects respondents who answered one or 
more people. 



Source: New Mexico Youth Risk and Resiliency Survey, 2009. Students were asked, “During your life, with how many 
people have you had sexual intercourse?” The percentage reported here reflects respondents who answered one or 
more people. 



Source: New Mexico Community Data Collaborative. The rates shown here reflects the average number of children 
per 1000 women born to teen mothers (ages 15-19) between 2001 and 2005. Rates are reported by census tract; high 
school boundaries are overlaid to provide perspective. In 2005, the statewide teen birth rate was 62 per 1000, and the 
nationwide rate was 40 per 1000 (Kids Count Data Center, http://datacenter.kidscount.org). 

The data point in each 
census tract 
represents the 
number of live births 
to teen women per 
1000 teen women, 
over the period 2001-
2005. 
 
For example, the 
census tract in the 
center with a teen 
birth rate of 106.4 
means that there were 
106 live births to teen 
women for every 1000 
teen women who live 
in the census tract.  



Source: New Mexico Community Data Collaborative, December 2010. Enrollment data are reported by program site. 
Elementary school boundaries are overlaid to provide perspective.  

Above 
national 
average 





Resiliency Factors 



Source: New Mexico Youth Risk and Resiliency Survey, 2009. Students were asked, “Outside of my home and school, 
I am a part of clubs, sports teams, church/temple, or other group activities.” The percentage reported here reflects 
respondents who answered “Not true at all.” 



Source: New Mexico Youth Risk and Resiliency Survey, 2009. Students were asked, “At school I am involved in sports, 
clubs, or other extra-curricular activities (such as band, cheerleading, or student council).” The percentage reported 
here reflects respondents who answered “Not true at all.” 



Source: New Mexico Youth Risk and Resiliency Survey, 2009. Students were asked to comment on the statement, “In 
my home, there is a parent or some other adult who is interested in my school work.” The percentage reported here 
reflects respondents who answered, “Not true at all.” 
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Source: New Mexico Youth Risk and Resiliency Survey, 2009. Students were asked to comment on the statement, “At 
my school, there is a teacher or some other adult who really cares about me.” The percentage reported here reflects 
respondents who answered, “Not true at all.” 
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Source: New Mexico Youth Risk and Resiliency Survey, 2009. Students were asked to comment on the statement, 
“Outside of my home and school, there is an adult who really cares about me.” The percentage reported here reflects 
respondents who answered, “Not true at all.” 
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Academic Achievement,  
Graduation & Educational 

Attainment 



Source: National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992-2011. Asian/Pacific Islander 
is not reported in all years because NAEP reporting standards have not been met. African 
American data is not reported in all years because NAEP reporting standards have not been met. 



Source: National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992-2011. Asian/Pacific Islander is not reported in 
all years because NAEP reporting standards have not been met. African American data is not reported in all years 
because NAEP reporting standards have not been met. 





Source: National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992-2011. Asian/Pacific Islander 
is not reported in all years because NAEP reporting standards have not been met. African 
American data is not reported in all years because NAEP reporting standards have not been met. 



Source: National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992-2011. Asian/Pacific Islander is not reported in 
all years because NAEP reporting standards have not been met. African American data is not reported in all years 
because NAEP reporting standards have not been met. 





Source:  http://educationnext.org/files/ednext_20111_TeachingTalented_fig1.jpg 

 
 
 
 
 



Source:  http://educationnext.org/teaching-math-to-the-
talented-map/ 



Source: NM Public Education Department, 4-Year Cohort High School Graduation 
Rate, Classes of 2008-2010.  





Source: NM Public Education Department, 4-Year Cohort High School Graduation Rate, Class of 2011. Data were 
unavailable for Atrisco Heritage Academy High School, which did not have a graduating class in 2011. Alliance for 
Excellent Education statistics taken from http://www.all4ed.org/about_the_crisis/schools/dropout. 

According to the 
Alliance for 
Excellent 
Education, there 
are nearly 2000 
high schools 
nationally that 
graduate less 
than 60% of 
their students 
within four years.  
 
These schools 
disproportionately 
produce 51% of 
the nation’s 
dropouts.  
 
APS has four 
high schools with 
less than a 60% 
graduation rate. 



Source: “Ready For College? A Report on New Mexico’s High School Graduates Who Take Remedial Courses In 
College,” June 2010, New Mexico Office of Education Accountability. Data were unavailable for Volcano Vista & 
Atrisco Heritage Academy. 



Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey, 2006-2010 Five-Year Estimates. Rates are reported by census 
tract. State and national averages taken from the 2010 American Community Survey (state avg. = 82.7%; national avg. 
= 85.0%). 
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Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey, 2006-2010 Five-Year Estimates. Rates are reported by census 
tract. State and national averages taken from the 2010 American Community Survey (state avg. = 32.6%; national 
avg. = 35.4%). 



Current Costs 
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Source: CEPR analysis of PED and HED data 
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Source: Alliance for Excellent Education Education and the 
Economy: Boosting the Nation’s Economy by Improving High 
School Graduation Rates 
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Source: Alliance for Excellent Education Healthier and 
Wealthier: Decreasing Health Care Costs by Increasing 
Educational Attainment 
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Source: Alliance for Excellent Education Saving Futures, 
Saving Dollars; The Impact of Education on Crime Reduction 
and Earnings 



The Local Benefits of 
Improving Student Success 
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Source: Alliance for Excellent Education Education and the 
Economy: Boosting the New Mexico’s Economy by Improving 
High School Graduation Rates 
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Sources: Alliance for Excellent Education Saving Futures, Saving 
Dollars: The Impact of Education on Crime Reduction and 
Earnings and Healthier and Wealthier: Decreasing Health Care 
Costs by Increasing Educational Attainment 



What Can We Do To 
Improve Student Success 

In New Mexico? 
 



Early Childhood 
Programs produce 
the largest rates of 
return 

Though lower, 
Schooling and Job 
Training both produce 
significant, positive 
rates of return. 
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UNM Six-Year Graduation Rate by Sending High School 

Source: UNM Office of Institutional Research. The six-year graduation rate is the percentage of first-time, full-time, 
degree seeking students each Fall semester who graduate with a Bachelors degree or PharmD degree, or who are 
enrolled in the fourth fall of the PharmD Program within six years (this is the definition of Graduation Rate as reported to 
the Federal Department of Education IPEDS system). The data reported here are for the 2004 student cohort. 



Source: UNM Office of Institutional Research Freshman Cohort 
Tracking Report 



Source: UNM Office of Institutional Research Freshman Cohort 
Tracking Report 
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